


Cdr. Dipak Naik, Vice-President, MEDC, said that as the 

people in and around Kolhapur have ability to learn and 

absorb knowledge and also to think of new technology, hence 

MEDC has decided to hold this Conference here at Kolhapur. 

He further explained that there is a gap in technology and 

agriculture. It is therefore necessary to bridge/remove the 

gap and bring them together.

not

Maharashtra’s farmer is very intelligent. Novel ideas have 

been conceived from uneducated farmers of Maharashtra. 

Farmers suicide is due to lack of availability of affordable 

technology and high risk costing pattern.  Farmer is unable to 

make sustainable agri-business. The 11th Plan Mid-term 

Review says no employment is generated in Agriculture. It is a 

failure of the planning.  Next century will be Asian Century of 

Asian Tigers like India-China-Brazil.  Our India will be third 

Power House in the world.

Only service sector is  creating employment but it is not 

adequate  He said, China is the only country that has taken 

lead by taking Agriculture out of the hands of Govt. In China 

200 cities developed every year with proper infrastructure.  

Bring several villages together as a City and develop cities, as 

‘Cities are Growth Engines’. China has accepted this 

concept.  Action of correct policy is absent in every sector in 

India.  In China, there is Industry of Grampanchayat, 

Municipality, Corporation, etc. Milk production has been 

increasing by 2.5 million tonnes annually, it should go up to 5 

million tones.  Interest free loan should be given for education 

of Farmer’s Sons / daughters.  All of us should not remain in 

agriculture.  Proper and more emphasis should be given on 

Horticulture development.

Inaugural Session ended with the Vote of Thanks by 

Mr. Anilkumar Hatkar, MEDC Regional Director, WM.

Inaugural Session was followed by 3 Business Sessions.

Mr. Nanasaheb Patil, IAS (Retd.), Ex-Principal Secretary,
 Agriculture Dept., GoM, making the Presentation 

at the Conference



It was chaired by Mr. Nanasaheb Patil, IAS (Retd.), Ex-Principal Secretary, Agriculture Dept., GoM and addressed by Mr. Pandurang 

Watharkar, Director, National Horticulture Board, and Mr. Dhal Singh, Sr. Asst. Director, National Horticulture Board, Mr. Arun Narke, 

Chairman, Gokul Milk, Mr. Sanjeev Mane, eminent farmer from Sangli.

Business Session: 1 -Government Policies & Schemes for Agriculture and Allied Industries

It was chaired by Mr. M. V. Ashok, Chief Gen. Manager, NABARD 
Mr. B. S. Potdar, Deputy Regional Manager, Bank of Maharashtra and 
Mr. Umesh. G. Patil, District Superintendent, Agriculture Dept, 
Kolhapur, were other speakers at this session. 

It was chaired by Dr. Prashant Patil, RPP Biosciences. Main speakers 
at this session were Mr. Nilesh Waghode, Manager-Sales, LEMKEN 
India, Mr. Radhakesh Uttarwar, Member, Australian Trade, Mr. Vijay 
Mali, Sr. Agronomist, Jain Irrigation and Mr. Anil Bitale, Agronomist, 
Netafim Irrigation.

During the Valedictory Session, Mr. Mohan Bajikar, Eminent Agriculturist and Mr.  Shekhar.P. Jain, Mg. Director, Krushna Doodh 

presented their success stories and shared their experience.

After the presentation of success stories, the session was addressed by Mr. Anand Mane, President, KCCI, Mr. Nanasaheb 

Chitale, Mr. Arun Narke, Mr. U.G. Patil. Mr. Lalit Gandhi, Vice-President, KCCI, proposed the Vote of Thanks.

The Conference was attended by over 450 farmers, agriculturists and representatives of business & industries, banks and 

financial Institutions and Govt. Officials.

Audience at the Conference




